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Summary: The social and cultural transformations that occur in occidental Europe in
the later Middle Ages have an impact on the diversification and diffusion of knowledge.
Through the increasing number of scientific texts in vernacular language, knowledge
formerly reserved for the clergy becomes accessible for literate laymen. The importance
of this phenomenon becomes evident with authors such as Ausias March, who incor-
porate into their literary language philosophical, theological, medical or technical
notions and concepts. The present paper proposes an interpretation of March’s Cant
CXIII which focuses on his use of what we call the ‘discourses of knowledge’ (Wissens-
diskurse). With regard to the main argument of the text — the capacity of man to under-
stand the truth is limited, human knowledge is vain — the poet follows the ideas propa-
gated by the church. However, at the same time, he uses these scientific discourses
(above all notions and concepts of Aristotelian psychology and ethics) for his descrip-
tion and analysis of human behaviour. What at first glance seems to be a paradox, is, in
fact, characteristic of the contemporary attempts to reconcile the new knowledge about
man and cosmos with the Christian wotld vision. Yet, the tension between ‘human
science’ and ‘divine science’ (which intensified in the following centuries) is perceptible
in March’s poem. [Keywords: Catalan literature, Ausias March, human knowledge, psy-
chology, moral philosophy].

Resum: Les transformacions socials i culturals que coneix 'Europa de la Baixa Edat
Mitjana tenen un impacte sobre la difusi6 i la diversificacié del saber. Textos cientifics
en llengua vernacular posen a I'abast dels laics lletrats uns coneixements anteriorment
reservats al clergat. La importancia d’aquest fenomen es fa visible en autors com ara
Ausias March, que incorporen al llenguatge literari nocions filosofiques, teologiques,
mediques o tecniques. En aquesta contribucié proposem una lectura filologica del Cant
CXIII de March en la que prestem particular atenci6 a la seva utilitzacié del que ano-
menem els ‘discursos del sabet” (Wissensdiskurse). Pel que fa a 'argument principal del
text —les capacitats de ’home per arribar a la coneixencga del ver sén limitades i el saber
huma és vanités— el poeta segueix les idees propagades per Iesglésia. Al mateix temps,
pero, fa servir aquests discursos cientifics (sobretot conceptes de la psicologia i ética
aristotelica) per la seva descripcié i analisis del comportament dels homes. El que po-
dria semblar a primera vista una paradoxa ¢és, de fet, caracteristic per I'intent contempo-
rani de reconciliar els ‘nous’ sabers sobre ’home i el cosmos amb la visi6 cristiana del
moén. No obstant, la tensié entre ‘ciencia divinal’ i ‘ciencia humanal’ (que s’accentuara
en els segles successius) es fa palesa en el poema de March.
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