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Fuzzy boundaries in quotations
Daniel Mandel, Oliver Ehmer
U Freiburg, Germany
Quoting something that somebody else has said has been shown to be a ubiquitous phenomenon in talk-in-interaction (Günthner 2002). Quotations are multimodally accomplished
phenomena that usually involve not only the verbal and phonetic dimensions but also bodily conduct (Keevallik 2010, Sidnell 2006, Stukenbrock 2012).
Previous research has pointed out that the ‘boundary’ between a quote and the surrounding talk may be fuzzy. For instance, voice quality may already change before the actual quotation
occurs, a phenomenon that has been called foreshadowing (Klewitz/Couper-Kuhlen 1999). Furthermore, voice quality may also fade out after the end of a quotation (Bolden 2004).
Likewise, it has been shown that on the bodily level, the figure that is quoted in reported speech may be embodied before the actual quote (Ehmer 2011). There is, however, little research
on (1) the precise multimodal realization of such transitions, and (2) their possible interactional relevance.
In our talk, we will focus on fuzziness at the beginning of a quotation, i.e., between the quotation and the preceding talk, typically a quotative device or narrative text. The aim of the talk is
threefold:
First, we will analyse in detail how different modalities are involved in the transition from the preceding talk to the quotation itself. In doing so, we will pay close attention to the
inherently different temporalities of different modalities (Deppermann/ Streeck 2018).
Secondly, we will distinguish between different ways of creating fuzziness between the preceding talk and the quotation. More specifically, we will pursue the idea of a “cesural area”
(Barth-Weingarten 2013: 100), assuming that boundaries are not necessarily created at a single point but sometimes in an area of speech.
Thirdly, we will discuss the interactional importance of different ways of shaping the cesural area between the quote and the preceding talk, particularly in regard to storytelling as a
joint-activity of the participants.
Our data stems from collaborative storytelling in three Romance languages: friends, spouses or siblings have been filmed by two cameras while telling episodes of their lives as friends,
couples or family.
References
Barth-Weingarten, D., 2013. From “intonation units” to cesuring – an alternative approach to the prosodic- phonetic structuring of talk-in-interaction, in: Szczepek Reed, B., Raymond, G.
(eds.), Studies in Language and Social Interaction. Amsterdam, Benjamins, 91-124.
Bolden, G., B. 2004. The quote and beyond: defining boundaries of reported speech in conversational Russian. Journal of Pragmatics 36(6), 1071-1118.
Ehmer, O., 2011. Imagination und Animation. Die Herstellung mentaler Räume durch animierte Rede. Berlin/New York: de Gruyter.
Depperman, A./Streeck, J. (eds.), 2018. Time in embodied interaction. Amsterdam, Benjamins.
Keevallik, L., 2010. Bodily Quoting in Dance Correction. ROLSI 43(4), 401-426.
Klewitz, G./Couper-Kuhlen, E., 1999. Quote – Unquote? The role of prosody in the contextualization of reported speech sequences. Pragmatics 9(4), 459-485.
Sidnell, J., 2006. Coordinating Gesture, Talk, and Gaze in Reenactments. ROLSI 39(4), 377-409.
Stukenbrock, A., 2012. Zur Beredsamkeit des Körpers. Figurendarstellung und Figurenwissen als multimodale Alltagsinszenierung. In: Jappe, L., et al. (eds.): Figurenwissen. Berlin,
345-385.

Overview > Your Submissions > Show Abstract
Contact and Legal Notice · Contact Address: iiemca19@ids-mannheim.de
Privacy Statement · Conference: IIEMCA19

1 von 1

Print View

$ &

Conference Software - ConfTool Pro 2.6.126+TC
© 2001 - 2019 by Dr. H. Weinreich, Hamburg, Germany

26.04.19, 12:31

